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[bookmark: _Toc35255388]Overview

The McKinney-Vento Act authorizes state education agencies to award grants to local education agencies (LEAs) to facilitate the enrollment, attendance, and success in school of children and youth experiencing homelessness (CYEH).

[bookmark: _Toc35255390]Goals of the Act
· To provide immediate enrollment of children experiencing homelessness who are not already enrolled. This includes reviewing and revising any laws, regulations, practices, or policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment, attendance, or success of CYEH.
· To provide school choice (based on McKinney-Vento options) for students experiencing homelessness, including transportation to the student's school of origin, if the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth prefer to remain in the school of origin and it is determined that such placement is in the student's best interest.
· To provide opportunities for parent involvement in enrollment decisions.
· To ensure that students experiencing homelessness have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as provided to other children and youth.
· To ensure that students experiencing homelessness are provided with services in such a way that they are not isolated or stigmatized.
· To promote school (or GED) success and completion for CYEH.
· To support collaboration between school districts and social service agencies serving students experiencing homelessness.

services
Services may be provided through programs on school grounds or at other facilities (e.g., shelters and nonprofit community social service centers). Where services are provided through programs on school grounds, the related schools may use funds to provide the same services to other children and youth who are determined by the LEA to be at-risk of failing or dropping out of school, except that priority for such services shall be given to CYEH. To the maximum extent practical, services shall be provided through programs and mechanisms that integrate children and youth experiencing homelessness with their housed peers. Activities undertaken must not isolate or stigmatize CYEH. Services provided under this program are not intended to replace the regular academic program. Funds from this grant must be used to supplement existing services and not supplant services which the school division has been providing through other means. Collaboration and coordination with other local and state agencies that serve children and youth experiencing homelessness are required.

[bookmark: _Toc35255391]
Eligibility to Apply

All Virginia LEAs that are on file with the Virginia Department of Education, Federal Programs, are eligible to apply for a subgrant. LEAs may subcontract with other agencies; however, the school division assumes responsibility for setting program goals and monitoring program accomplishments. The LEA must serve in the capacity of fiscal agent.

[bookmark: _Toc35255392]Funding
· Source: U.S. Department of Education, through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (Title IX, Part A, of the Every Student Succeeds Act, P.L. 114-95) awards funds to each state.
· Amount Available: Awards depend on receipt of the federal grant. Funding for 2025-2026 was $2,443,172 for the Commonwealth of Virginia.
· Size of Grants: Based on established need, grants are expected to range from $45,000 to $450,000 for the three-year period (i.e., $15,000 - $150,000, annually).
· Grant Period: Funds for this grant cycle extend from July 1, 2026, through September 30, 2029, pending receipt of annual federal funding. Under the Tydings Amendment, subgrant funds are available for obligation for an additional period of 12 months.
· Approved Activities: The grant may include both Primary Activities and Related Activities. Authorized activities are listed in Appendix A. Applications that feature collaboration among homeless service providers and school personnel and direct services to children will be favored in the review process. Funds may be used to cover the excess cost of transportation to the school of origin; however, the McKinney-Vento budget for transportation cannot exceed 33 percent of the total budget for the proposed program, including Title I,A and other LEA financial support.

[bookmark: _Toc35255393]Grant Application Requirements
· The authorized representative for each applicant must sign the Statement of Assurances included in the 2026-29 MV Subgrant Proposal Template. This representative must have the authority to ensure that the LEA making the application will fulfill all statutory and regulatory requirements for audit and monitoring purposes (usually the ranking administrator).
· A meeting between school division coordinators and local service providers who will be collaborating in the implementation of grant activities must occur with the purpose of discussing the focus of grant activities, identifying means of future communication and collaboration, and ensuring commitment by all participants to the program outlined in the grant proposal. Documentation is required and may include minutes of the meeting with a listing of attendees and their affiliations.

· A representative for each grant recipient will be required to submit one annual report during each year of the program period. A sample Annual Report found in Appendix B provides the basic information to be reported.
· All grant programs must maintain fiscal and program records for a minimum of five years after the grant closes.
· All program funds must be spent according to the approved program proposal.
· It is expected that programs will run from August/September through May/June, but summer programs are allowable. No more than 25 percent of funding from a grant year may be carried over to the next year without prior permission. Reimbursement requests for any remaining grant funds must submitted no later than August 31 of the second year to comply with the Tydings Amendment and allow the state process for drawing down federal funds to be completed. Submitting final reimbursement earlier is highly encouraged. 
· It is expected that the financial contact person and grant coordinator attend a mandatory fiscal training which will be held once the proposal process is complete.
· It is expected that grant recipients will follow reimbursement procedures and respond to all grant requirements in a timely fashion.

[bookmark: _Toc35255394]Application Procedure

The proposal should be completed using the template provided in the 2026-29 MV Subgrant Proposal Template Word document. The following format should be used to ensure that the reviewers can determine that all specifications have been met.
1. Application cover page and assurances with required signature(s) 
2. Abstract (one page)
3. Proposal Narrative, using outline provided 
4. Completed Budget Form 
5. Completed Contact Sheet 

An electronic copy of the proposal (Word or a PDF version is preferred) must be uploaded to the William & Mary secure Box system.

The signed proposal must be uploaded to Box by 5 p.m. on June 30, 2026.

Contact information:
Dr. Patricia A. Popp, State Coordinator
	Project HOPE-Virginia, William & Mary School of Education
	P.O. Box 8795
	Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795
Phone: (757) 221-7776
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[bookmark: _Toc35255400]Criteria for Review

The proposals will be evaluated using the following framework and weighting system.

[bookmark: _Toc35255401]Overview – Ten percent

This criterion evaluates the proposed program as a total entity and considers how the various parts of the proposal fit together. The correspondence of proposed expenditures, activities, objectives, and identified need(s) with each other, along with the purpose, goals, and provisions of the grant (listed on page three of this packet) will be evaluated. The following questions are important in evaluating this criterion:
· Is the proposal consistent with the primary purpose of the grant - to provide direct services to ensure the enrollment, attendance, and success of CYEH in school? 
· Are the various parts of the proposal consistent? Are the expenditures tied to activities, which are keyed to objectives, and directly related to the identified need(s)?

[bookmark: _Toc35255402]Need – 30 percent 

This criterion evaluates the identified need(s) presented in the proposal's Statement of Need. The following questions are important in evaluating this criterion:
· What is the size of the local population experiencing homelessness and how many students will be served by the proposed program?
· Is there evidence of a systematic needs assessment or documentation of identified needs with statistical or other data?
· Are the identified needs appropriate to the purpose of the grant?
· Do the identified needs justify the proposed program?
· Does the proposed program supplement and not supplant existing efforts to facilitate the enrollment, retention, and educational success of children and youth experiencing homelessness?
· Does the application reflect coordination with other local and State agencies that serve CYEH?
· Does the application describe how the applicant will meet the requirements of sections 722(g)(3) and (6) of the McKinney-Vento Act?
· Does the applicant's current practice and application exhibit commitment to education for all children and youth experiencing homelessness? 

[bookmark: _Toc35255403]Program Design – 30 percent 

This criterion evaluates the objectives and activities presented in the Program Description section of the proposal. Important questions include:
· Do the proposed program objectives and activities address the identified needs?
· Are the major objectives important, attainable, and consistent with the purpose of the grant?
· Are the activities identified important to the accomplishment of the stated objectives?
· What types of services and intensity will be provided under the program?
· How are parents or guardians of CYEH involved in the education of their children or their own education for unaccompanied youth?
· To what extent are CYEH integrated within the regular education program?
· To what extent are the services provided under this program coordinated with other services available to CYEH and their families?
· To what extent does the proposal ensure students experiencing homelessness not living in shelters or transitional housing are included in identification and service provision?
· To what extent will the LEA provide case management or related services to unaccompanied youth who are homeless?
· To what extent will the LEA provide case management or related services to young children experiencing homelessness, including coordination with Early Intervention, the Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI), and local Head Start programs?
· Are professional development activities for LEA personnel and local homeless service providers described?

[bookmark: _Toc35255404]Program Administration – 10 percent 

This criterion evaluates the organizational elements presented in the Program Administration and Management section of the proposal. Important questions include:
· Are timelines realistic, comprehensive, and useful as a management tool?
· Are the responsibilities of important staff members fully described?
· Are the proposed staffing and resources sufficient to complete the proposed objectives and activities?
· Are the data collection and evaluation procedures objective and designed to produce both qualitative and quantitative data?
· Does the program include specific means for communication, coordination, and collaboration between the LEA and local homeless service providers? 
· Is there a plan for scheduled meetings between the LEA administrator and homeless service providers at least quarterly? 
· Are current grant recipients in compliance with program evaluation requirements?

[bookmark: _Toc35255405]Budget – 20 percent 
· Can the budget effectively accomplish the intended objectives?
· Does the budget reflect efficient use of program funds?
· Does the budget describe how reserved Title I,A funds will be calculated and used to support the education of CYEH in the LEA?
· Do current grant recipients submit well-documented reimbursements on at least a quarterly basis?

[bookmark: _Toc35255406]Bonus Points:
· Special consideration will be given to programs that provide evidence of significant cost sharing, including Title I, A funds, other federal funds, and local in-kind support as appropriate. Title, A set aside funds are a mandatory component of the budget and will be monitored throughout the grant cycle.
· Special consideration will be given to programs that provide regional support across two or more school divisions in which one division takes responsibility as the fiscal agent.
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· Special consideration will be given to programs that provide specific activities to reach out to children experiencing homelessness who traditionally have not been enrolled in school programs, especially preschool children and unaccompanied youth.
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[bookmark: _Hlk221630643]
[bookmark: _Toc35255420]EXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS DESCRIPTIONS

These account codes are for recording expenditures of the education agency for activities under its control. Below are definitions of the major expenditure categories. The descriptions provided are only examples. For further clarification on the proper expenditure of funds, contact Project HOPE-Virginia at 
(757) 221-1707. 

[bookmark: _Toc35255421]Object Code Definitions

1000	PERSONNEL SERVICES – All compensation for the direct labor of persons in employment of the local education agency. Salaries and wages paid to employees for full- and part-time work, including overtime, shift differential, and similar compensation. Also includes payments for time not worked, including sick leave, vacation, holidays, and other paid absences (e.g., jury duty, military pay) which are earned during the reporting period.

2000	EMPLOYEE BENEFITS – Job-related benefits provided to employees are part of their total compensation. Fringe benefits include the employer's portion of FICA, pensions, insurance (e.g., life, health, disability income) and employee allowances.

3000	PURCHASED/CONTRACTED SERVICES – Services acquired from outside sources (i.e., private vendors, public authorities or other governmental entities). Purchase of the service is on a fee basis or fixed time contract basis. Payments for rental and utilities are not included in this account description.

4000	INTERNAL SERVICES – Charges from an Internal Service Fund to other functions/ activities/elements of the local education agency for the use of intragovernmental services, such as data processing, automotive/motor pool, central purchasing/central stores, print shop, and risk management. 

5000	OTHER CHARGES – Includes expenditures that support the program, including utilities (maintenance and operation of plant), staff/administrative/consultant travel, travel (staff/administration), office phone charges, training, leases/rental, and indirect costs. 

NOTE: Indirect costs cannot be claimed against capital outlay and equipment.

6000	MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES – Includes articles and commodities which are consumed or materially altered when used and minor equipment that is not capitalized. This includes any equipment purchased under $5,000 unless the LEA has set a lower capitalization threshold. Therefore, computer equipment under $5,000 would be reported in “materials and supplies.” 

8000 	CAPITAL OUTLAY – Outlays that result in the acquisition of or additions to capitalized assets. Capital Outlay does not include the purchase of equipment costing less than $5,000 unless the LEA has set a lower capitalization threshold. Items over $5000 with a multi-year life require written SEA approval by Project HOPE-Virginia.
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[bookmark: _Toc35255427][bookmark: _Toc35255428]APPENDIX A 
Examples of Authorized Activities 
With Measurable Outcomes


[bookmark: _Toc35255429]
Authorized Activities of LEA grants, under Section 723(d)
With bulleted examples of measurable outcomes

1. Tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services.
· Pre/post test score improvement on standardized measures of literacy and math, such as PALS, DRA, Star Math 
· Positive assessment reports by classroom teachers 
· School success, seen in grade and test score improvement
· Participation and performance on Standards of Learning tests
· High school or GED completion
2. Expedited student evaluations, including gifted and talented, special education, and limited English proficiency.
· Evaluations are made and records are transferred in a timely manner.
· Increased percentage of CYEH accessing education services for which they are eligible (e.g., Title I, special education, ESL services).
3. Professional development for educators and other school personnel.
· Increase in numbers of public-school personnel who are aware of and sensitive to the needs of CYEH. 
· Increase in awareness and sensitivity training opportunities for school personnel and community.
4. Referrals for medical, dental, other health services, and social services. 
· Increased percentage of families referred for services.
· Increased percentage of CYEH who are immunized. 
· Increased percentage of pregnant teens experiencing homelessness receiving prenatal care.
5. Defraying excess cost of transportation.
· Increase in percentage of CYEH attending school regularly.
· Increase in the percentage of CYEH attending the school of origin, with the approval of the parent/guardian. 
· Decrease in number of days students experiencing homelessness cannot attend school due to lack of transportation.
6. Provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs not otherwise provided.
· Increase in the enrollment and attendance of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers experiencing homelessness in local programs such as Early Intervention, Virginia Preschool Initiative, and Head Start
7. Provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain CYEH and unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness in public school programs.
· Documentation of identification procedures and support services provided. 
· Increase in the percentage of youth experiencing homelessness completing school.
8. Before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs with a teacher or other qualified individual.
· Increase in hours of education programs for CYEH, during non-school time. 
· Improved school performance of participants based on testing, grades, teachers’ assessments, etc.
9. The payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary to enroll CYEH.
· Decrease in amount of time needed to obtain records of CYEH. 
· New schools of former LEA program participants receive information on students promptly; students are tracked into future schools and communities.
10. Provision of education and training to parents of students experiencing homelessness about educational rights and resources that are available.
· Brochures, newsletters, posters, etc., distributed to parents and providers, on the rights of CYEH to an appropriate education.
· Increase in calls from parents and youth experiencing homelessness regarding rights and resources. 
· Increase in percentage of families experiencing homelessness involved in school enrollment decisions.
11. Coordination between schools and service agencies.
· Increase in numbers of agencies participating in school programs. 
· Increase in number of families and youth experiencing homelessness receiving case-managed services from collaborating agencies.
12. Provision of specialized instructional support services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services.
· Documentation of referrals and participation rates.
13. Addressing needs of CYEH arising from domestic violence and parental mental health and substance abuse problems.
· Increase in education services (such as tutoring, adaptation of space for studying) for children at domestic violence shelters.
14. Adaptation of space, purchase of supplies for non-school facilities.
· Increase in number of shelters with homework rooms, libraries, and tutorial supplies.
15. School supplies for distribution at shelters and temporary housing facilities.
· Increase in percentage of CYEH with supplies needed to attend school.
16. Extraordinary or emergency assistance to enable CYEH to attend school and participate fully
· Increase in percentage of CYEH attending school ready to learn. 
· Decrease in barriers that keep CYEH from attending school.



[bookmark: _Toc35255430]
[bookmark: _Toc35255431]APPENDIX B 
Annual Report

This sample report will be revised based on the requirements of 
the U. S. Department of Education.
Submit data via online system by October 1, 2027

[bookmark: _Toc35255432]Contact Information
[bookmark: Text1]School Division:      
[bookmark: Text2]Report Date:      
[bookmark: Text3]Name and title of Person Completing Report:      
[bookmark: Text4]Phone:      
[bookmark: Text5]Email Address:      
[bookmark: Text6]Name and title of McKinney-Vento Liaison (if different from above):      
[bookmark: _Toc35255433]Numbers Served by Subgrant During 2026-27
1. [bookmark: Text7]Children birth to age 2:      
2. [bookmark: Text8]Children ages 3-5 (not K):       
[bookmark: _Toc35255434]Activities
3. How many times per year do LEA and shelter staffs meet to discuss student and program issues?
[bookmark: Text9]	formally:      
[bookmark: Text10]	informally:       
4. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Has the designated McKinney-Vento liaison attended Project HOPE-Virginia training (liaison workshops or annual seminar)?  Yes |_| No |_|
[bookmark: Text11]	If so, list the most recent year of attendance.      
6. [bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]Are rights of students experiencing homelessness posted in schools and registration areas, where families will see them?  Yes |_| No |_|
7. [bookmark: Text12]What outreach and awareness activities were conducted for division personnel and/or the community at large?      
8. [bookmark: Text13]What success have you experienced in providing services during this reporting period?      
9. [bookmark: Text14]What problems have you encountered in providing services during this reporting period?      
10. [bookmark: Text15]Attach your subgrant goals and objectives with an update on status of activities.      
11. [bookmark: Text16]Additional Comments: (attach additional pages, if necessary)      
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